
  

 

Report to Council 
December 2012 

 

Prepared by  

Natalie Carreiro & Jen Funk 



WUCA  Report to Council:  December 2012 
 

Page 2 of 32 
 

 
 

Can I use information from this document? 
Yes! Feel free to use any information you’d like.  Please cite us as your source whenever 
referencing information obtained from this document.   
 

Want to contact WUCA?  
If you have questions about us, this report, or backyard hens (BYH), please email us at 

winnipegchickens@gmail.com  To learn more about WUCA, visit us at wuca.wordpress.com 

 

Front cover photos: 
Coop: By ‘Sushifish’ at Backyardchickens.com 

Eggs in basket: The Innovation Diaries.com 

Hen in grass: Kitchen Gardeners International 

Egg & spoon: What’s Cooking in your World?  

Polish hen in snow: Norfolk Garden Chickens 

Girl with hens: Eartheasy.com/Blog 

“I have been involved in looking after intensive laying operations for 25 years. 

However, since being retired, I have been thinking of keeping my own small flock.  

The problem is that even with all my years of experience, I do not know how to keep 

a backyard flock, as all the hens I have looked after were contained in an industrial 

environment. I have learned though that keeping backyard hens is way different. 

Backyard hen keepers care and look after their small flocks way better than some 

large egg producers do. The coops they house their flocks in are insulated and they 

choose winter hardy heritage birds. Their birds are allowed to move around every 

day and live a normal happy life, unlike the large egg producers with birds that sit  

cramped up in a cage everyday of the year, for their whole lives. 

Large egg producers and everyone else involved could learn a lot  

from backyard hen keepers if they were given the chance  

and people actually listened to them.  

I know I have.” 

(B. Edmondson, Retired Calgary Egg Farm Manager, December 7, 2012) 

Jessi Bloom  

  

 

http://www.backyardchickens.com/t/671982/nw-garden-coop-aka-the-garden-of-eggin
http://www.theinnovationdiaries.com/613/how-to-raise-chickens-to-lay-eggs/
http://kgi.org/questions/can-backyard-chickens-and-garden-peacefully-co-exist
http://whatscookinginyourworld.blogspot.ca/2011_04_01_archive.html
http://www.norfolkgardenchickens.co.uk/
http://eartheasy.com/blog/2012/10/raising-backyard-chickens-my-8-year-old-daughters-egg-business/
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Introduction 

The Winnipeg Urban Chicken Association (WUCA) is in favour of a Bylaw change to allow for 

Winnipeg city hens, with parameters set in place to safeguard the health of urban hens, as 

well as protect the rights of neighbours.  

 

WUCA wants to work with City Council, Animal services, and any other stakeholders. For 

this reason we have prepared this document as an accompaniment to the 

recommendations which shall be presented at the Protection & Community Services 

Committee Meeting by Leland Gordon, Chief Operating Officer at Animal Services, on 

January 14th, 2013, 9:30 am.  

 

Our aim is to minimize the amount of time 

spent by city council on this issue, while 

ensuring all information pertinent in making 

the decision to allow backyard hens is 

accessible and available.  

 

All information herein has been offered to the 

Chief Operating Officer prior to finalizing his 

report with recommendations to City Council. 

This document has also been shared with all 

our City Councillors and Mayor. Additionally, 

we have made this document available for 

public viewing via: 

 WUCA website & Facebook page 

 Chickens for WinnipEGGers Facebook Group 

 Canadian Liberated Urban Chicken Klub (CLUCK) Facebook group  

 Sharing with stakeholders and media 

The following summarizes over two (2) years of research on backyard hen keeping within 

over 100 Canadian and American municipalities which permit the keeping of backyard 

hens (BYH) from: 

 Peer reviewed literature  

 Government websites & documents 

 Books in print 

 Online websites and blogs 

 Media (print & online) 

www.postandcourier.com  

 

 

“I can’t say that I would have envisioned 

chickens as an issue, but I’ve heard from 

a lot of people about them, and it seems 

like it’s something maybe we ought to 

pay a little attention to.”  
 

Stacy Rye, Missoula City Councilwoman  

(LaBadie, 2008, 4) 

http://wuca.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Winnipeg-Urban-Chicken-Association/100366283465484
http://www.facebook.com/groups/c4wpg/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/CLUCKCANADA/
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WUCA: About us 
The Winnipeg Urban Chicken Association (WUCA) is a not-for-profit organization with the 

aim of ensuring the safe and humane treatment of Winnipeg backyard chicken flocks.  

 

Our objectives: 

WUCA shares knowledge and provides resources to people and organizations that support 

the raising of chickens in an urban setting. Our goals are to ensure the safe and humane 

treatment of backyard chicken flocks, the safety of their eggs as a food supply, and to 

promote an understanding of the benefits of raising chickens in an urban setting. 

 

One of the main reasons WUCA was created was to establish a formal transitional shelter 

for any potentially lost, abused, abandoned, or unwanted hens as of November 19, 2012 

(please see section 14 “Will BYH burden Animal Services?” for details, as well as WUCA’s 

Memorandum of Understanding).  

 

Structure: 

Committees & activities are overseen by the 

WUCA Board (WUCA Bylaws), and include 

partnerships with Manitoba agriculture 

(supervision of the transitional chicken 

shelter), focus group, action group, public 

education, media relations, and fundraising 

committee (see diagram at right). 

 

Support: 

As of December 11th, 2012, 680 Winnipeg 

Citizens have signed the WUCA Chickens for 

WinnipEGGers (C4W) petition. Additionally, 

940 receive updates on the process of 

legalizing Winnipeg hens through our online 

C4W group, and 3,966 through the C4W event.  

 

 

 

Contacting WUCA:  

If you have questions about us, this report, or backyard hens (BYH), please email 

winnipegchickens@gmail.com. To learn more about WUCA, visit us at wuca.wordpress.com  

 

 

http://wuca.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/memorandum-of-understanding.pdf
http://wuca.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/bylaws-of-the-winnipeg-urban-chicken-association_web.pdf
http://www.change.org/petitions/winnipeg-city-council-change-the-winnipeg-exotic-pet-by-law-to-allow-hens-in-winnipeg
mailto:winnipegchickens@gmail.com
wuca.wordpress.com
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Backyard Hens are already in Winnipeg 

Presently, a surprising number of Winnipeg residents keep backyard hens (BYH). This 

number has grown dramatically since 2010, when residents initially asked City Council to 

allow BYH. Many Winnipeg residents keeping BYH go unnoticed. This fact is telling of the 

nature of hens (they are quiet, clean, and make good neighbours), as well as of backyard 

hen keepers (most go unreported due to neighbour’s support of BYH keeping within the 

city).  Nonetheless, WUCA wants to ensure that BYH are being kept safely and enjoyably for 

everyone. This is one of many reasons we brought the issue of legalizing hens to Winnipeg 

City Council October 29th, 2012.  
 

WUCA: Providing solutions 

WUCA recognizes Winnipeg residents are already keeping laying hens, and that according 

to local breeders, the number of citizens keeping BYH has been increasing. Today, we have 

the unique opportunity to address potential challenges before any negative impacts are 

felt due to lack of foresight and prevention.  
 

WUCA aims to support the City of Winnipeg in addressing this need by: 

1. Establishing a transitional shelter for any potentially lost, abused, abandoned, or 

unwanted hens as of November 19, 2012. 

 

2. Providing public education on respectful and safe BYH keeping through online 

dissemination sources (facebook, website, etc.) and by providing BYH workshops, 

 

3. Offering our research findings to any stakeholders wishing to know more about how 

BYH keeping works in 100+ major North American municipalities today.  

Acknowledging the current need for a Bylaw allowing BYH: 

Currently, there are no expectations placed on Winnipeg BYH keepers or guidelines 

to control for the manner in which BYH are kept.  

Additionally, it is impossible to know exactly how many residents keep BYH, nor the 

location of such flocks in Winnipeg, as BYH keepers have no way of registering their 

hens or coop (although many residents say they want to, as is done in other cities).   

Without knowing where BYH flocks are being kept, there is no accountability and 

there is no way for the city to contact BYH owners, should the need arise.  
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The Benefits of Legalizing BYH in Winnipeg 

1) Sustainability 

2) Nutritional Benefits 

3) Learning Opportunities 

4) Getting to Know Neighbours  

5) Companionship & Stress Relief  

6) Conserving Heritage Breeds 

1) Sustainability:  
 

On April 25, 2009, the Mayor and the Council 

committed to taking a lead role in creating 

a sustainable Winnipeg (The City of Winnipeg, 2010). “What Winnipeggers told us: 

Winnipeggers spoke passionately [...] and demanded decisive action in several key areas, 

including [...] increased opportunities for waste reduction” (p. 36). From the “SpeakUp 

Winnipeg” community consultations, a document titled “A Sustainable Winnipeg” was 

created to capture citizens’ voices and concerns regarding sustainability (The City of 

Winnipeg, 2010).  

 

Allowing BYHs can help create a more sustainable Winnipeg specifically by: 

a) Providing families with food security 

b) Supporting local Manitoba agriculture & businesses, 

c) Providing Winnipeg with natural weed & pest control, 

d) Natural & Locally Produced Fertilizer 

e) Providing Winnipeg with additional waste management strategies, 

f) Reducing our carbon footprint 

 

a) Food Security 

Local groceries have 2-3 days of food supply during normal (non-crisis) times. If the food 

delivery and supply lines are severed, grocery shelves can be emptied within hours. Raising 

BYH provides citizens with a reliable & readily available source of protein in the form of 

daily fresh eggs. Eggs from BYH are a great way for residents to acquire protein, and can be 

far more accessible than purchasing other protein options which can be costly (see section 

2 for more on nutritional value). Legalizing BYH can help Winnipeggers become in control 

of the food they feed to their families, as well as make our city more resilient to societal 

stressors and emergencies such as natural disasters, mass food recalls, trucking strikes, 

recessions, etc.   

"It seems that if we want to be a town 

that does its part for sustainability, 

this is something we ought to 

consider. I think we want to allow 

folks to use their good judgment 

 and move toward  

more sustainable food practices."  
 

Mayor John Engen, Missoula, MT,  

(LaBadie, 2008, 14) 

http://www.winnipeg.ca/ppd/OurWinnipeg/pdf/aSustainableWinnipeg.July15.2010.pdf
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b) Stimulate Local Manitoba Agriculture & Business 

Many city residents wish to keep urban hens for ecological reasons.  

Because of this, many would likely be inclined to purchase hens, grain, 

and supplies from local Manitoba businesses. Legalizing BYH could 

create unique opportunities to stimulate local Manitoban agriculture. 

Various other egg suppliers have not felt negative impacts on their  

business due to BYH Bylaws being passed in other municipalities (see appendix E).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many BYH keepers in other cities enjoy creating their own feed 

consisting of various seeds & grains obtained directly from local 

farmers, or carried at local feed stores. 

This provides local grain farmers with the unique opportunity to 

generate revenue from a new BYH market, in addition to revenue 

generated from existing clients. 

MB  

Grain 

Farmers 

By legalizing BYH in Winnipeg, the demand for hens increases.  
 

This creates new opportunities for local breeders to generate 

increased revenue by selling hens to Winnipeg citizens, in 

addition to revenue generated from existing clients. 

MB  

Breeders 

Feeders, water founts, bedding, heat lamps, calcium 

supplements, etc. are needed to sustain BYH keeping as a hobby. 
 

Such supplies are sold at local poultry supply stores in Winnipeg. 
 

Legalizing BYH provides poultry supply stores with the 

opportunity to attract & develop regular clients from an entirely 

new cohort, increasing revenue generated which would 

otherwise be impossible, in addition to revenue generated from 

existing clients. 

 

MB  

Poultry 

Supply 

Businesses 

 

qcsupply.com  

  

 

chicken.ca/blog Fotolia/Kneiane  

  

backyardchickens.com 
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c) Organic Insect & Weed Control 

Hens eat garden pests (mosquitoes, canker worms, slugs, grasshoppers, wasps, mice, etc.), 

as well as eat invasive weeds and their seeds (Foreman, 2010). BYH are organic pesticides, 

herbicides, and fuel-free rotor-tillers. People with BYH are less likely to use harmful 

chemicals and pesticides in their gardens.  Instead, they desire their yard to be healthy and 

environmentally friendly. They consider chickens an extension of their gardens because 

they eat weeds and bugs and provide fertilizer (Palermo, 2010). 

Legalizing BYH in Winnipeg can aid in achieving directive number five (5) within the “A 

sustainable Winnipeg”. Our Mayor and Councillors committed to “provide[ing] safe and 

effective pest and weed control in city operations (2010, p. 39). BYH and their keepers 

could become part of a small-scale pest and weed control solution with no direct 

implementation costs to the city. 

 

 

d) Natural & Locally Produced Fertilizer 

Whereas waste from dogs and cats typically cannot be used for compost because of the 

parasites and human diseases it may harbor, BYH provide natural and locally produced 

fertilizer (Pollock, et. al., 2012). This fertilizer is highly sought after by gardeners, as it is 

easily composted without any transportation costs.  

Composting hen droppings will not smell if using basic composting guidelines (i.e. 

balancing browns and greens) and will not attract pests if kept in an enclosed unit. Chicken 

manure is a great addition to sustainable urban gardens, and according to Dr. Jim Hermes, 

OSU Extension Specialist, “once added to the compost or tilled into the soil, the odor-

causing compounds are no longer able to cause objectionable odors” (Palermo, 2010). 

 

e) Waste Management & Tax Saving Strategy 

Chickens are omnivores. A hen eats about 84 to 100 

pounds of food/year (Foreman, 2010), some of 

which can be kitchen scraps and yard waste 

biomass which would otherwise need to be picked 

up, transported and dumped at the Brady Road 

Landfill. 

 

How much of a difference can BYH  

really make for a city like Winnipeg? 

Keep reading… 

In Diest, Belgium, 3 hens were given to 

2,000 homes in an attempt to reduce 

waste destined for landfills. Dealing with 

biodegradable trash costs the city about 

$600,000 per year – 25% of which could 

be composted in residents’ backyards.  
 

(Diest: Mijn Stad, 2012; Foreman, 2010). 

http://www.winnipeg.ca/ppd/OurWinnipeg/pdf/aSustainableWinnipeg.July15.2010.pdf
http://www.winnipeg.ca/ppd/OurWinnipeg/pdf/aSustainableWinnipeg.July15.2010.pdf
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(1 hen) (7 pounds food waste/month) (12 months) = approx. 84 pounds 

Big deal, you think. That’s not so much. But what if Winnipeg had 2,000 homes with 6 hens? 

(6 hens) (84 pounds of food waste/hen/year) (2,000 homes) = 1,008,000 pounds 

(504 tonnes) of biomass diverted from the Brady Road Landfill, and a savings of $21,924 

in tipping fees ($43.50/ tonne) per year. The tax savings in not having to handle, 

transport and store all that biomass waste by reusing them onsite is staggering, especially 

since no operating costs exist.  

 

 

This is great news for our Mayor and Councillors; Listed within direction 3 of the “A 

Sustainable Winnipeg” document, Winnipeg City Council committed to implementing “solid 

waste diversion enabling strategies”: 

1) Create a comprehensive, city-wide waste reduction strategy, encompassing garbage, 

recycling and organics that establishes a baseline and targets,  

2) Enhance waste reduction/ diversion education and awareness programs for citizens,  

3) Establish a waste reduction/ diversion education and awareness initiative for the 

Winnipeg Public Service (The City of Winnipeg, 2010, p. 38). 

 

Allowing residents to keep 6 laying 

hens falls in line with the City’s 

commitment of creating a more 

sustainable Winnipeg.  

 

f) Reduced Carbon Footprint 

Eating locally and reducing the need to transport food & fertilizer long distances play a 

large role in fostering a sustainable community (Palermo, 2010). Raising BYH reduces the 

need for transporting eggs from farm/factory to the store, and then finally to the home - 

resulting in a reduction in carbon emissions and packaging materials (The City of San 

Diego, 2012). Becoming a more sustainable Winnipeg becomes easier with the availability 

of eggs from backyards – no fuel is needed to collect eggs from a BYH (Harrison, Pray, 

Doolittle & Chambless, 2010; Urban Agriculture Kingston, 2010). 

 

 

  

 “It’s simple accounting: the more residents recycle 

and divert tonnage away from their trash,  

the lower their taxes will be.”  

(Foreman, 2010, p. 26) 

http://www.winnipeg.ca/ppd/OurWinnipeg/pdf/aSustainableWinnipeg.July15.2010.pdf
http://www.winnipeg.ca/ppd/OurWinnipeg/pdf/aSustainableWinnipeg.July15.2010.pdf
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2) Nutritional Benefits  

BYH provide families with accessible organic eggs, without the harmful effects of 

antibiotics, hormones, or other chemical additives (Urban Agriculture Kingston, 2010). 

Studies show that eggs from hens who are allowed to graze on grass are also more 

nutritious (Long & Alterman, 2007; Foreman, 2010; Ussery, 2011), containing 1/3 less 

cholesterol, 1/4 less saturated fat, 2/3 more vitamin A, 2 times more omega-3 fatty acids, 3 

times more vitamin E, and 7 times more beta carotene, as depicted in the picture below.  

 

3) Learning Opportunities 

Many learning opportunities exist – for children and adults alike - when caring for BYH. 

Parents are able to teach children where some of their food comes from, about nature’s 

cycles (many hens stop laying and rest in the winter), and develop a deeper appreciation 

for our food. Hens allow children to learn responsibility when providing care for a family 

pet, as well as develop empathy and respect for other living beings. 

(Long, C., Alterman, T., 2007)  

 

thescrumptiouslife.blogspot.ca burlingtonfreepress.com continuo.com 
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4) Getting to Know Neighbours 

Owning BYH can become a community 

building activity. Many Winnipeg 

residents boast about how they have 

become better connected to their 

community simply by keeping BYH. 

Some report feeling less isolated and 

believe that if they were in trouble or 

needed assistance, they could now call 

on neighbours to help out - people they 

did not know prior to keeping hens: 

 

 “The neighbours come by to see the hens on their way to and from work, and on walks in the 

evening. Some even come by to sit, watch the hens and visit on weekends. It’s great! They are 

such conversation starters - we never would have met some of these folks otherwise.” 

(Winnipeg BYH keeper, 2012) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “We have met close to 15 neighbours from in 

and around our area. Most of those people 

would walk by, but we never talked - we 

didn’t have a reason to! Now we do, and it’s 

lovely to get to know one another, and to see 

how much they enjoy seeing our girls.” 
 

 (Winnipeg BYH keeper, 2012) 

“It’s fun watching neighbours getting to know each other, too. They both just happen to 

come by the coop at the same time, and they start chit-chatting away.  

Then you see them chatting again when they walk by each other a couple days later. It 

feels really nice. This is a rough area and so people tend to keep to themselves, so it 

feels nice to see, you know, that sort of thing can happen here.” 

(Winnipeg BYH keeper, 2012) 

dothegreenthing.com 

  

 

oneradianthome.com

/ 
oneradianthome.com

/ 
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5) Companionship & Stress Relief 

Watching BYH hens is soothing and relaxing, similar to watching fish in an aquarium. Just 

as therapy dogs, cats, rabbits, and horses exist, so do therapy chickens (Foreman, 2010). 

Typically, this is not the major motivating factor in keeping BYH, although many keepers 

soon boast about the stress-relieving benefits they experience from keeping hens. BYH 

make great pets for those with allergies 

to cats and dogs, as they are 

hypoallergenic.  

 

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 

and Prevention (2012) state that owning 

a pet can help decrease: 

 

 Blood pressure  

 Cholesterol levels 

 Triglyceride levels 

 Feelings of loneliness 
 

...And increase: 
 

 Opportunities for exercise  

and outdoor activities 

 Opportunities for socialization

These CDC findings are echoed by Wells (2009, in Pollock, et. al., 2012). 

6) Conserving Heritage Breeds 

The vast majority of chickens raised today are industrial bred and represent only a few 

breeds (Leghorn, Rhode Island Red). One concern with focusing on two or three lines of 

poultry breeds is a lack of genetic diversity, increasing the birds' susceptibility to disease. A 

new variant of an old disease or a new disease could wipe out the world's industrial 

chicken and egg production (Miller, 2010). BYH owners can play a role in ensuring genetic 

diversity continues to exist within North American flocks through keeping heritage breeds.  

The commercial focus on only a few breeds has led to the listing of many poultry breeds as 

endangered, some critically (Miller, 2010). One of these endangered breeds includes the 

Chantecler (Rare Breeds Canada, 2012; Ussery, 2011); the first of only two Canadian 

breeds, developed to withstand our cold northern winters (The American Livestock Breeds 

Conservancy, 2012). If hens are legalized in Winnipeg, BYH keepers can become a part of 

the conservation solution. Increased breeding of heritage breeds can help ensure the 

survival of the Canadian Chantecler, and 53 other endangered breeds - instead of becoming 

rare zoo specimens or part of genetic libraries (Ussery, 2011).  

“Sitting in the backyard with an iced tea at 

the end of a long workday and watching 

the girls hunt for bugs helps me unwind. 

 It’s like all that stress just falls to the 

wayside, and I can just enjoy being present 

in the moment. 

[...] It can sound silly, and I wouldn’t have 

believed it – but it’s true. When it comes to 

relaxing, watching the hens does better 

than any stress-relieving pill ever could!” 

(Winnipeg BYH keeper, 2012) 
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FAQs on Backyard Hens  

(Adapted from Keeping Chickens 

 in the City of San Diego, 2012) 

1) Don’t hens belong on the farm?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Are hens smelly or dirty?  

As with any animal, hens or coops can smell if they are not properly cared for. A hen that is 

properly cared for is just as clean as a well cared for dog or cat. A coop that is properly 

ventilated and cleaned will not smell. 

3) How do you deal with excrement? 

Hen droppings make excellent compost, especially when combined with materials high in 

carbon (leaves, pine shavings, & straw which are often used for bedding). Use your nose; if 

it starts to smell, add more carbon. 

4) Are hens noisy?  

No. Unlike dogs which tend to bark if they see or hear another animal, hens are a “prey” 

species that stay still and quiet in response to a perceived threat or unusual situation. Some 

hens sing a short ‘egg song’ after laying. Hens sleep through the night once the sun sets. 

Traffic, dogs barking, lawn mowers, and children playing all rank higher in decibel levels 

than hens (see appendix C). Roosters are noisy. WUCA suggests roosters be prohibited. 

Once dogs and cats were seen as 

strictly working farm animals. This 

perception has changed. Dogs and cats 

are now viewed as companion 

household pets.  

The Gallus gallus domesticus (chicken) 

is a domesticated bird that has been 

kept in urban settings up until the mid 

1900’s. Only within “the past few 

decades” have hens been removed 

from cities, to farms (Pollock, et. al, 

2012, 734).  

Today, over 100 North American 

municipalities encourage raising 

backyard hens including Victoria, 

Guelph, Niagara Falls, San Diego, 

Seattle, Portland and New York  

(for full list, see appendix A). 

 

http://sdfoodpolicy.org/downloads/SD_City_Keeping_Chickens.pdf
http://sdfoodpolicy.org/downloads/SD_City_Keeping_Chickens.pdf
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5) Do you need to have a rooster for a hen to lay eggs?  

No. Without a rooster, hens will still lay. Roosters are only needed  

for fertile eggs. Non-fertile eggs are as nutritious as fertile eggs. 

6) At what age do hens start laying eggs?  

Typically hens will start to lay when they are 5- 6 months of age. 

7) How long do hens lay eggs?  

Peak production generally occurs at two years of age and slowly  

declines thereafter.  For this reason it is good practice to vary  

the ages of your hens so that the older hens may “retire” while the  

younger ones continue to produce eggs. “Heritage breeds lay less- 

frequent, larger eggs after their peek laying years” (May, 2012). 

8) How long do chickens live? 

Typical life expectancy for a BYH is 5 - 10 years depending on care and predator protection.  

9) Should you have more than one hen?  

Yes. Chickens have a strong need for socialization (LaBadie, 2008) and maintain a 

hierarchical social structure, similar to dogs and other pack/flock animals. Hens generate 

body heat and huddle together to conserve energy during Winnipeg winters. For both these 

reasons, WUCA recommends keeping a 4- 6 hens at a time, which is the most common 

number of hens allowed in other North American municipalities (LaBadie, 2008). 

10) Will BYH attract rodents?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11) Isn’t Winnipeg too cold for BYH?  

No. Hens fare better in colder climates than in the heat (Ussery, 2011). Some breeds – like 

the Canadian Chantecler – were developed specifically to withstand harsh northern winters 

(ALBC, 2012, Henderson, 2012). Today, BYH are kept in many cold winter cities including 

Chicago, Illinois and Anchorage, Alaska. Coops are insulated & runs are tarped for winter.  

No. Rodents are already present within our city 

Rodents can be attracted to spilled or unsecured 

chicken feed, just as they can be attracted to 

spilled or unsecured dog or cat food, wild bird 

seed, koi ponds, or garbage. Chicken feed should 

be stored in rodent & weather proof containers 

with securely fitted lids. Coops should also be 

rodent-proofed with ¼ inch gauge hardware cloth 

(not chicken wire). Additionally, Hens eat mice 

and can help control rodent populations in cities. 

TheGardenCoop.com 

urbansproutseattle.com 

  

  



WUCA  Report to Council:  December 2012 
 

Page 16 of 32 
 

12) Will BYH bring health risks? 

Health risks can result from handling hens or anything in the areas they occupy. The same 

is true when handling other pets such as cats or dogs (Polloc, et. al., 2012). Specifically, 

chickens may have Salmonella germs in their droppings and on their bodies even though 

they appear healthy.  Salmonella can make people sick with diarrhea, fever, vomiting 

and/or abdominal cramps (CDC, 2012).   

 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA)  

recognizes that backyard flocks can provide a safe  

source of eggs, and has published a variety of online  

resources including posters, videos, and detailed  

information for Canadians wishing to keep small flocks 

Reducing risks: 

Acknowledging that Winnipeggers already keep BYH  

& supplying “educational” information on how to keep  

flocks safely is key to prevention (Grunkemeyer, 2011).  

 

The CFIA has developed 5 key guidelines on  

“How to Prevent and Detect Disease in Backyard  

Flocks and Pet Birds”: 

1. Prevent contact with wild birds and other animals 

2. Clean, clean and clean 

3. Spot the signs and report early  

4. Limit exposure to visitors 

5. Keep new birds separate when entering your flock 

In addition to these, WUCA recommends the following:  

(adapted from Keeping chickens in the city of San Diego) 

 

 

 

 

  

 Do not let children younger than 5 years of age touch hens without adult supervision. 

 Wash hands thoroughly with soap and water immediately after touching hens or anything in 

the area hens occupy. Use hand sanitizer if soap and water are not available. 

 Adults should supervise hand washing for young children. 

 Wash hands after removing soiled clothes and shoes. 

 Do not eat or drink in the area the chickens occupy. 

 Do not let hens inside the house or in areas where food or drink is prepared, served, or stored, 

such as kitchens, pantries, or outdoor patios. 

 Always assume that wherever your hens have been is contaminated. 

 Clean equipment and materials associated with raising or caring for hens such as coops, feed 

containers, and water containers outside the house whenever possible. 

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/animals/terrestrial-animals/diseases/bird-health-basics/eng/1323643634523/1323644740109
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/animals/terrestrial-animals/diseases/bird-health-basics/eng/1323643634523/1323644740109
http://sdfoodpolicy.org/downloads/SD_City_Keeping_Chickens.pdf
http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/hl-vs/iyh-vsv/diseases-maladies/hands-mains-eng.php#the
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13) But what about Avian Flu?       

"[T]he perceived risk of AI [Avian 

Influenza] from backyard flocks is 

probably overestimated due in part 

to media attention on this issue" 

(Pollock, et.al., 2012, 737-8) 

"Bird flu does not evolve to highly pathogenic forms in backyard poultry operations, where 

low-density and genetic diversity keep the viral load to low levels. Backyard poultry are the 

victims of bird flu strains brought in from elsewhere. [...] It is in crowded and confined 

industrial poultry operations that bird flu, 

like other diseases, rapidly evolves and 

amplifies" (GRAIN, 2006, 8) 

"Inferences from data on Asian backyard 

chicken flocks must be made cautiously as 

social and environmental conditions, and 

thus exposure routes and transmission, 

may vary greatly from North America. 

Similarly, risks in commercial flocks, 

including risks to poultry workers, may not 

be representative of those in backyard 

flocks and their keepers due to differing 

circumstances" (Pollock, et.al, 2012, 736). 

"Health authorities in Canada consider the risk of H5N1 reaching North America, or other 

HPAI subtypes spreading among backyard hens, to be extremely limited, particularly if 

biosecurity measures, such as those recommended by the CFIA, are followed" (City of 

Vancouver, 2010, 9, emphasis added). 

 

"The risk of avian influenza development 

is not appreciably increased by backyard 

hens. Urban hen keepers should be 

encouraged to follow the advice of CFIA: 

Bird Health Basics - How to Prevent 

 and Detect Disease in  

Backyard Flocks and Pet Birds",  
 

(Interior Health, in City of Vancouver, 2012, 9) 

"Overall, the risk of pathogen transmission  

given backyard chicken keeping appears to be low  

and does not present a greater threat to the public’s health compared with 

keeping other animals allowed by similar bylaws such as dogs and cats"  
 

(Pollock, et. al., 2012, 741; echoed by Yendell, et. al., 2012). 

 

“Backyard poultry is a solution,  

not the problem”  
(GRAIN, 2006, 3) 
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14) Will BYH burden Animal services? 
 

WUCA is aware of Animal Services concern that 

amending a Bylaw to allow for city hens would 

result in increased workload. We see this barrier 

in supporting the Bylaw change as valid, and 

worthy of discussion, as we, too are committed to 

the wellbeing of urban hens. 

BYH can easily be kept in conditions that meet 

and exceed the highest standards set forth in 

the Poultry Layers Code of Practice (PLCP), 

published by the National Farm Animal Care 

Council and written by the Canadian Agri-Food Research Council (2003). The PLCP has no 

enforcement provisions, thus a new or amended Bylaw (similar to the existing pigeon 

control Bylaw) that regulates the care of BYH could provide high assurance of chicken 

safety and care. Such a bylaw would fall in line with and support the Winnipeg Humane 

Society’s call for more humane treatment of livestock (see appendix B) and allow hens to 

exhibit  natural behaviours such as spread their wings, scratch, dust bathe, preen, etc. 

WUCA Support: Transitional Chicken Shelter 

WUCA is eager to offer formal support to Animal Services, should BYH become legal in 

Winnipeg. As of November 19th 2012, WUCA has entered into a formal partnership 

(Memorandum of Understanding) with local chicken breeder, Louise May, to establish a 

transitional shelter for chickens that have been deemed lost, abused, neglected and/or 

unwanted. Informally, this service has existed for many years. By formalizing this 

partnership we hope to convey the message that WUCA is ready and willing to take in and 

re-home any lost, neglected, abused or unwanted chickens. Our goal is to eliminate any 

chicken-related workload from Animal Services and other existing shelters.  

WUCA has researched experiences of Animal Services departments in various 

municipalities that allow BYH. “These departments do not report a significantly higher 

workload as a result of chickens being allowed in their regions (under 0.4 percent in all 

cases). Officers have been uniformly supportive of their programs" (MacDonald, 2012, 1). 

"We're at 6500 calls for the year so 
far. We don't even get ten calls a 

year about chickens" 
 

Raj Gill, Bylaw officer 
Animal Control, Kamloops, BC. 

 

“There were more problems when 
we didn't have a bylaw in place" 

 

John, Animal Control Officer  
Animal Control, Minneapolis 

 

“Very minimal part of our work, almost nothing at all, maybe five calls a year” 
Victoria Simpson, Pound and Adoption Specialist 

Animal Control Services, Victoria, BC  

 

"We have had pretty good success. […] The bylaw has actually helped  
prevent problems we had in the past, to be honest.“  

Jay Desrochers, Executive Director,  
Niagara Falls Humane Society 

 

http://www.nfacc.ca/pdfs/codes/Poultry%20Layers%20Code%20of%20Practice.pdf
http://www.winnipeg.ca/clkdmis/DocExt/ViewDoc.asp?DocumentTypeId=1&DocId=256&DocType=C
http://www.winnipeg.ca/clkdmis/DocExt/ViewDoc.asp?DocumentTypeId=1&DocId=256&DocType=C
http://www.winnipeghumanesociety.ca/factory-farming
http://wuca.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/memorandum-of-understanding.pdf
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15) Won’t neighbours be opposed to BYH?  

Research shows that where hens are allowed, neighbors are supportive, and are not 

inconvenienced either by excessive sound levels or smell: "Half of them felt that the project 

was a “resounding success”. Another 29% felt the project had mitigated results and another 

7% said they didn’t know. Those who said the project had mitigated results qualified their 

answer by saying that the project should be considered a success if the city imposes a strict 

regulatory framework to govern the keeping of chickens within city boundaries" (Post 

Carbon Greater Moncton, 2010, 13).  
 

Winnipeg by-laws presently exist to address smell, noise, and responsible care of pets (the 

pound Bylaw, the pigeon control Bylaw). Just as neighbours can report noise, smell or 

inadequate pet-care complaints of dogs or cats, they would be able to report such concerns 

related to BYH using the same system currently in place. 
 

Neigbour consent is not required to keep dogs, mow lawns, or allow children to play 

outdoors - all of which rank louder than hens on a decibel scale (see appendix C). Thus, 

neighbour consent should not be required to keep hens, unless such consent is required for 

the fore mentioned sources of urban noise pollution. 

Other North American Municipalities that have legalized BYH 
A variety of documents studied by WUCA have compared Bylaws allowing for BYH within 

North America. Most notably, Labadie, 2008;Post Carbon Greater Moncton, 2010; and 

Hamilton, 2012.  See appendix A for a list of over 100 North American municipalities that 

have legalized BYH keeping.  

 

Proposed Winnipeg Bylaw amendments 
"By forming a just and well thought out pro-chicken ordinance, cities can allow citizens the 

right to keep chickens while also addressing the concerns of other stakeholder groups. 

With that said, city councils should approach the issue of urban chicken keeping with a 

“how” rather than a “yes” or “no”, as a growing list of pro-chicken cities across the nation 

shows that it can be done successfully" (LaBadie, 2008, 15). 

“We just moved into our new house this year.  

We didn’t know for a while, but our neighbours have chickens! It’s cool and they were 

so quiet, (laughing) we didn’t even know. Sometimes we feel bad now ‘cause our dogs 

bark sometimes. They make more noise than the chickens do.” 
 

Winnipeg BYH Neighbour, 2012 

 

http://www.winnipeg.ca/CLKDMIS/DocExt/ViewDoc.asp?DocumentTypeId=1&DocId=428&DocType=C
http://www.winnipeg.ca/clkdmis/DocExt/ViewDoc.asp?DocumentTypeId=1&DocId=256&DocType=C
http://66.147.242.185/~urbanch5/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Ordinance-research-paper.pdf
http://archives.nben.ca/environews/media/mediaarchives/11/March/Rapport_Ferme_urbaine%20_ENG__18-01-11X.pdf
http://www.hamilton.ca/NR/rdonlyres/29025858-8303-4317-95C1-D9D9E344CC9F/0/Dec04EDRMS_n381211_v1_8_4_PED12247.pdf
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If  BYH are to be legalized in Winnipeg, WUCA suggests that the exotic animals Bylaw 

(3389/83) is amended to exclude hens. Additionally, WUCA suggests that BYH be legalized 

under the Pound Bylaw (2443). Alternately, a new Bylaw could be created specifically to 

address and articulate regulations on urban agriculture (i.e. “Urban Agriculture Bylaw”).  

"Regulation is important in disease prevention, minimizing nuisance factors, and in 

ensuring animal welfare. In hopes of addressing these issues, some jurisdictions have 

implemented the following regulations: (1) licensing of birds, (2) prohibiting chicks and 

roosters, (3) limiting the number of hens allowed, and (4) providing specifications on coop 

construction, waste management and food storage" (Pollock, et. al., 2012, 740) 

Legalizing BYH would allow regulations and expectations to be placed on present and 

future BYH keepers, as a means of ensuring BYH keeping can be enjoyed by all. The 

regulations proposed by WUCA would surpass those of the Poultry Layers Code of Practice. 

WUCA recommends a permit process similar to that which already exists for pigeons, 

where keepers must "apply yearly to the Public Health Inspector for a permit permitting 

the keeping of said pigeons" (Pigeon Control By-law No. 978/75, City of Winnipeg, 2008) 

A key factor is that any new Bylaws be easily understood and accessible “to the public, 

which will help ensure compliance and reduce violations" (LaBadie, 2008, 13). Articles 

clarifying the minimum requirements for the keeping of BYH and enforcement provisions 

will allow for ample regulation, increased compliance, and thus promote cost recovery.  

 
WUCA recommends the following: 

1. Roosters and chicks are prohibited. Only hens 6 months and older are permitted.  
2. Home slaughter is prohibited 
3. Maximum of 6 hens per property 
4. Coops must be 4.0 metres from any dwelling (not including the owners dwelling) 
5. Coops shall be vented & large enough to provide for free movement of hens 
6. The outdoor enclosure shall be predator proof, easily cleaned, and fenced to keep 

the hens on the property and a minimum of 10 square feet per hen 
7. Hens must be confined to coop between 9 p.m. and 8 a.m. 
8. Feed must be stored securely in rodentproof & waterproof containers 
9. Manure must be composted in an enclosed bin.  
10. All other animal control Bylaws will apply (i.e. noise, odour, animals-at-large, etc.) 
11. Sale of eggs or manure is prohibited 
12. Backyard hen permits/registration must be obtained from the city of Winnipeg 

  

http://www.nfacc.ca/pdfs/codes/Poultry%20Layers%20Code%20of%20Practice.pdf
http://www.winnipeg.ca/clkdmis/DocExt/ViewDoc.asp?DocumentTypeId=1&DocId=256&DocType=C
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Concluding remarks 
According to Winnipeg Bylaws, the following  

birds are legally permitted: 
 

 Exotic Birds (Parrots, Parakeets, Cockatoos, etc.): Max. number unspecified/unknown.  

 Pigeons: Max. 150 pigeons (Pigeon Control By-law No. 978/75).  

WUCA is puzzled as to why the Gallus gallus domesticus is listed as an exotic animal and 

prohibited, when other birds – particularly exotic birds – are legally allowed to be kept by 

residents without registration or permits (Exotic Animal By-law No. 3389/83, City of 

Winnipeg, 2003). This confusion is further compounded, as the CFIA has established joint 

guidelines addressing the proper keeping of small chicken flocks and pet birds. 

 

In 2010, City Council was asked by Winnipeg 

residents to amend the exotic animal Bylaw to 

allow for BYH. The reasons for this being turned 

down are unclear. Direction 4 listed in the  

“A Sustainable Winnipeg” document states that 

partnerships with communities, businesses and 

other public sector agencies should be fostered to 

achieve joint goals towards a sustainable 

Winnipeg (p.18).    

 

Today, residents are again asking that the issue of allowing BYH within the city to be 

revisited, and that all information available on this subject of BYH be considered prior to 

making a decision. Additionally, WUCA requests to be included in all meetings with 

stakeholders where decisions regarding this issue (formal or informal) take place, in 

accordance with direction 4 of the “A Sustainable Winnipeg” document.  

 

 
 

It is WUCA’s aim to work with the city 

and all other stakeholders on this 

issue, as we believe BYH can help 

create a more sustainable Winnipeg 

for all. 

 
 

To contact WUCA, email us at   

winnipegchickens@gmail.com  

Getty Images 

  

  

"Allowing for the keeping of chickens is the best 

way to see if the concerns surrounding chicken 

keeping ever come to fruition, and the ordinance 

can then be adjusted accordingly. In many cases, 

cities adopt a more restrictive ordinance as that 

is what will pass public approval and city council. 

Then as time passes with few complaints or 

nuisances, those regulations become more 

relaxed and tailored specifically to the needs of 

the city and its residents"  
(LaBadie, 2008, 14). 

Bylaws regarding BYH should 

allow “for citizen input and 

participation in the ordinance 

forming process to assure that the 

ordinance fits the needs of, and is 

supported by the community"  
(LaBadie, 2008, 13). 

 

http://www.winnipeg.ca/clkdmis/DocExt/ViewDoc.asp?DocumentTypeId=1&DocId=256&DocType=C
http://www.winnipeg.ca/clkdmis/DocExt/ViewDoc.asp?DocumentTypeId=1&DocId=480&DocType=C
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/animals/terrestrial-animals/diseases/bird-health-basics/eng/1323643634523/1323644740109
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/animals/terrestrial-animals/diseases/bird-health-basics/eng/1323643634523/1323644740109
http://www.winnipeg.ca/ppd/OurWinnipeg/pdf/aSustainableWinnipeg.July15.2010.pdf
http://www.winnipeg.ca/ppd/OurWinnipeg/pdf/aSustainableWinnipeg.July15.2010.pdf
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Appendix A: North American municipalities that have legalized BYH 
 

1. Brampton, Ontario 

2. Esquimalt, British Columbia 

3. Gatineau, Quebec 

4. Guelph, Ontario 

5. Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta 

6. Fredericton, New Brunswick 

7. Kamloops, British Columbia  

8. Kingston, Ontario 

9. Niagara Falls, Ontario 

10. North Vancouver British Columbia 

11. Oak Bay, British Columbia 

12. Peace River, Alberta 

13. Richmond, British Columbia 

14. Rossland, British Columbia 

15. Rupert, British Columbia  

16. Saanich, British Columbia  

17. Smithers, British Columbia 

18. Surrey, British Columbia 

19. Terrace, British Columbia  

20. Trenton, Ontario 

21. Quinte West, Ontario 

22. Vancouver, British Columbia 

23. Victoria, British Columbia  

24. Waterloo, Ontario 

25. West Vancouver, British 

Columbia 

26. Whitehorse, Yukon Territories 

27. Albuquerque, New Mexico 

28. Alton, Illinois 

29. Anaheim, California 

30. Anchorage, Alaska   

31. Asheville, North Carolina 

32. Atlanta, Georgia 

33. Austin, Texas 

34. Baltimore City, Maryland 

35. Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

36. Belmont, Massachusetts 

37. Berkeley, California 

38. Boise, Idaho 

39. Brockton, Massachusetts 

40. Burlington, Vermont 

41. Canton, Ohio  

42. Cambridge, Massachusetts 

43. Camden, Maine 

44. Caspet Wyoming 

45. Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

46. Chapel Hill, South Carolina 

47. Charlottesville, Virginia 

48. Chicago, Illinois 

49. Cleveland, Ohio 

50. Colorado Springs, Colorado 

51. Dallas, Texas 

52. Davis, California 

53. District of Columbia 

54. Denver, Colorado 

55. Des Moines, Iowa 

56. Egg Harbor City, New Jersey  

57. Enid, Oklahoma  

58. Evansville, Indiana 

59. Fayetteville, Arkansas 

60. Flagstaff, Arizona 

61. Fort Collins, Colorado 

62. Fruita, Colorado  

63. Gig Harbor, Washington 

64. Gilbert, Arizona 

65. Glenwood Springs, Colorado  

66. Goldendale, Washington  

67. Grand Forks, North Dakota 

68. Green Bay, Wisconsin   

69. Hamstead, New Hampshire 

70. Houston, Texas 

71. Honolulu, Hawaii 

72. Irvine, California 

73. Knoxville, Tenn. 

74. Laguna Niguel, California  

75. Lake Forest, California 

76. Lakewood, California 

77. Lansing, Michigan 

78. Lawrence, Kansas 

79. Laramie, Wyoming 

80. Laredo, Texas 

81. Las Vegas, Nevada 

82. Little Rock, Arkansas 

83. Long Beach, California 

84. Los Altos, California 

85. Los Angeles, California 

86. Louisville, Kentucky 

87. Madison, Wisconsin 

88. Meredith, New Hampshire   

89. Miami, Florida 

90. Minneapolis, Minnesota 

91. Mission Viejo, California 

92. Missoula, Montana 

93. Mobile, Alabama 

94. Monticello, Minnesota 

95. Nampa, Idaho: 

96.  Naperville, Illinois  

97. Nashville, Tennessee 

98. New Orleans, Louisiana 

99. New York City, New York 

100. Oakland, California 

101. Olympia, Washington 

102. Omaha, Nebraska 

103. Pekin, Illinois 

104.  Portland, Maine 

105. Portland, Oregon 

106. Prescott Arizona 

107. Raleigh, North Carolina 

108. Richmond, Virginia 

109. Sacramento, California 

110. San Francisco, California 

111. Santa Ana, California 

112. Santa Fe, New Mexico 

113. Saint Louis, Missouri 

114. San Jose , California 

115. Saint Paul, Minnesota 

116. Salt Lake City, Utah 

117. San Antonio, Texas 

118. San Diego, California 

119. Santee, California 

120. Seattle, Washington  

121. Sioux City, Iowa 

122. Spokane, Washington 

123. Syracuse, New York 

124. Tacoma, Washington 

125. Tampa, Florida 

126. Topeka, Kansas 

127. Vancouver, Washington 

128. Wichita, Kansas 

129. Yuba City, California  

 

http://www.brampton.ca/en/City-Hall/Bylaws/All%20Bylaws/Animal%20Control.pdf
http://www.esquimalt.ca/files/PDF/Bylaws/Bylaw_2495_-_Animal_Bylaw_-_Consolidation_-_2012_DRAFT.pdf
http://www.gatineau.ca/servicesenligne/doc-web/masson/documents/pdf/183-2005.pdf
http://www.guelph.ca/uploads/PDF/By-laws/exotic_animals.pdf
http://www.fortsask.ca/ftsk_City_Government/ftsk_Bylaws.aspx?id=1559
http://www.niagarafalls.ca/pdf/by-laws/Animal_control.pdf
http://www.cnv.org/c/DATA/3/739/2012%2007%2019%20-%20BYLAW%20AMENDMENTS%20FOR%20THE%20REGULATION%20OF%20DOMESTIC%20CHICKENS.PDF
http://oakbay.ca/our-community/urban-agriculture/chickens
http://www.peaceriver.ca/images/stories/Bylaws/1832_A_Bylaw_to_License__Control_Animals_within_the_Town_of_Peace_River.pdf
http://www.richmond.ca/__shared/assets/bylaw793220409.pdf
http://www.rossland.ca/sites/default/files/city-hall_bylaws_animal-control-bylaw-2357-_2010-06-02.pdf
http://www.saanich.ca/living/pdf/animals8556.pdf
http://www.surrey.ca/bylawsandcouncillibrary/BYL_Zoning_12000.pdf
http://www.quintewest.ca/en/documents/documentuploads/bylaws/doc_634521943415601539.pdf
http://former.vancouver.ca/bylaws/9150c.PDF
http://former.vancouver.ca/bylaws/9150c.PDF
http://www.waterloo.ca/Portals/57ad7180-c5e7-49f5-b282-c6475cdb7ee7/LIBRARY_BYLAWS_documents/Animal_Control_By-law_No_09_047.pdf
http://www.city.whitehorse.yk.ca/modules/showdocument.aspx?documentid=109
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Appendix B: Winnipeg Humane Society-Factory Farming: Farm Animal 

Welfare Accessed Dec.7, 2012 from http://www.winnipeghumanesociety.ca/factory-

farming (see next page for full text) 

 

http://www.winnipeghumanesociety.ca/factory-farming
http://www.winnipeghumanesociety.ca/factory-farming
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Winnipeg Humane Society-Factory Farming: Farm Animal Welfare (text): 
"We cannot solve the problems we have created with the same thinking that created them."  

-Albert Einstein 

The Winnipeg Humane Society is working to eliminate practices which cause farm animals distress 

and suffering through educating the consumer, lobbying government, and consulting with farm 

groups. 

Factory farming 

Factory farms that use intensive confinement systems deny animals many of their most basic 

behavioural and physical needs. Either through confinement in cages or overcrowding in feedlots 

and pens, the animals aren't able to interact socially in a normal manner. These unnatural 

conditions often lead to aggression amongst the animals, as well as boredom, frustration and stress.  

The livestock industry often claims that these animals would not reproduce so well if they were 

stressed. However, we can look at puppy and kitty mills to see that this logic isn't true.  

Drugs and hormones are routinely fed to these animals to combat the potential for disease 

outbreak, which is a much higher risk with so many animals so closely confined. These drugs are 

also given to speed up the animals' growth. 

Pigs 

90 percent of pigs in Manitoba are raised on factory farms, crowded into pens with no straw for 

rooting in or nesting.  

Sows, the females used for breeding, are individually confined in gestation crates and then 

farrowing crates so small that they can't even turn around. They must carry out all of their life 

functions (eating, sleeping, urinating, defecating, giving birth to their young and nursing their 

young) in this one small area. 

The weanling pigs are living in pens on slatted or concrete floors above pits containing their own 

urine and feces, breathing the fumes of ammonia and hydrogen sulfide that rise from their waste.  

Chickens 

-Laying hens used to produce eggs live in battery cages-at least three and as many as eight per cage. 

-Each bird has a living space only the size of an average mouse pad (approx. 64 sq. inches) 

-Battery hens are never able to spread their wings, stretch or preen their feathers.  

-Battery hens are never able to "dust" on the ground or perch, as chickens naturally want to do. 

What you can do! 

Educate yourself and your friends about how farm animals are raised. 

Ask for humanely raised meat at your local grocery store. 

Consider decreasing the amount of meat you eat. 

USEFUL LINKS: www.hogwatchmanitoba.org, www.humanefood.ca, www.factoryfarm.org  

http://www.hogwatchmanitoba.org/
http://www.humanefood.ca/
http://www.factoryfarm.org/
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Appendix C: Noise pollution sources and associated decibel levels 

Noise Pollution Source Decibel Level Source: 

Clothes washer 47–78 Chepesiuk, 2005 
Rainfall 50 American Tinnitus Association (2012) 

Dishwasher 54–85 Chepesiuk, 2005 
Bathroom exhaust fan 54–55 Chepesiuk, 2005 

Microwave oven 55–59 Chepesiuk, 2005 

Normal conversation 55–65 Chepesiuk, 2005 

Alarm clock 
60–80 
80 (2 feet away) 

Chepesiuk, 2005 
American Tinnitus Association (2012) 

Vacuum cleaner 62–85 Chepesiuk, 2005 

Chicken cluck 70 Foreman, 2010 
Electric can opener 81–83 Chepesiuk, 2005 

Average traffic 85 American Tinnitus Association (2012) 
Gasoline-powered push lawn 
mower 

85-90 
87–92 

Manuel, 2005 
Chepesiuk, 2005 

Average motorcycle 90 Chepesiuk, 2005 

Rooster Crow 90+ Foreman, 2010 
Dog Barking 90+ Foreman, 2010 

Weed trimmer 94–96 Chepesiuk, 2005 
Screaming child 105 American Tinnitus Association (2012) 
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Appendix D: Animal Services Workload  

Source: MacDonald, K. (2012). Towards a backyard hen by-law in Winnipeg. Winnipeg 

Urban Chicken Association. 
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Appendix E: Letters of support 

To: (email removed) 

From: edward.hageman@state.ma.us 

Date: Fri, 16 Nov 2012 10:33:11 -0500 

Subject: RE: Backyard Hens 

I am not aware of any negative impacts.  Generally we are talking of such small numbers and 

seasonal production that sales of consumer eggs in the area are not negatively affected. 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 1:35 PM 

To: Hageman, Edward (AGR) 

From: (email removed) 

Subject: Backyard Hens 

Hello, 

My name is (name removed) I am from Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. Our city council is in the early 

stages of considering allowing residents within the city to keep a small number of backyard hens.  I 

know that residents of Belmont, Brockton, and Cambridge are permitted to keep a certain number 

of laying hens within city limits, I  was curious to know if amending bylaws in these cities has had 

any significant negative impact on egg producers in Massachusetts.  Any information you could 

provide would be greatly appreciated. 

Thanks,  

(name removed) 

 

  

mailto:edward.hageman@state.ma.us
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From: Consumer.WebsiteAddress@sparboe.com 

To: (email removed) 

Subject: RE: Backyard Hens 

Date: Mon, 12 Nov 2012 19:11:30 +0000 

 

Thank you for contacting Sparboe Farms about backyard hens and the impact on egg production.  

We are located about an hour west of Minneapolis/suburbs, and distribute our eggs nationally.   

We have not seen an impact on our egg sales.  I hope you find the answers that you are researching! 

Thanks, 

Patti Barth 

Manager of Sales Operations 

Sparboe Farms 

23577 Hwy 22 

Litchfield, MN 55355 

PH:  320/593-9622 

FAX: 320/593-9722 

CELL:  612/719-0871 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

From: (email removed) 

Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:06 PM 

To: Consumer Website Address 

Subject: Backyard Hens 

 

Hello, 

My name is (name removed). I am from Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada our city council is in the early 

stages of considering allowing residents within the city to keep a small number of backyard hens.  I 

know that residents of Minneapolis and St. Paul are permitted to keep a certain number of laying 

hens within city limits, I was curious to know if amending bylaws in these cities has had any 

significant negative impact on egg producers in Minnesota.  Any information you could provide 

would be greatly appreciated. 

Thanks,  

(name removed) 

mailto:Consumer.WebsiteAddress@sparboe.com

